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The Maslennikov factory canteen, also known 
as the Fabrika Kukhnya or Factory Kitchen, was  

canteen producing meals on industrial scale, a vital 
typology for the early Soviet urbanism.

By providing inexpensive and healthy food, they 
aimed to free people, especially women, from 
‘domestic slavery’ and to give them more time for 
education and other forms of personal development, 
and, at the same time, to foster the spirit of collec-
tivism. Every new residential area was supposed to 
have a factory-kitchen, and they were usually prom-
inently placed and have expressive architecture. 
Sometimes they were municipal, and sometimes 
they belonged to a factory.

Factory Kitchen in Samara belonged to the 

Maslennikov Factory. The building is absolutely 
unique in its plan in the shape of a hummer-and-
cycle, symbol of the union of the working people. 
The ‘hummer’ held the kitchen and storage, and the 
‘cycle’ was occupied by dinner-halls.

The architect, Ekaterina Maksimova, was a 
VKHUTEMAS graduate and one of the very few 
women architects of the time.

The building underwent a number of transforma-
tions, but still retains its characteristic shape and 
can be restored. More than once it was under the 
threat of demolition, and now its future is unclear. 
Local activists for many years led a campaign to 
preserve the factory-kitchen building. Among their 
supporters are the Union of Architects of Russia, 
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Heritage in Danger By Ivan Blasi

MODERN heritage is still at risk although huge steps have been made to protect it and deal with it 
since docomomo was created. In the last months docomomo International has supported several 
campaigns to protect buildings which are part of Chapters’ Registers. In some cases the support of 
international institutions has allowed all those people involved in the different processes to recall 
on the importance of the projects and their future use. Following are some of these projects which 
are still in risk.

Factory Kitchen,
Samara, 1931  
by Ekaterina Maksimova

the State Museum of Architecture (MUAR), and 
well-known experts. The site was visited by del-
egations of SAVE Europe’s Heritage and Moscow 
Architecture Preservation Society (MAPS); the visit 
resulted in publications in the international press 
and petitions to save the building. It was spared the 
demolition, but still is not protected by the preserva-
tion law, and its condition continues to deteriorate. 
Official application by a certified expert stating that 
the building should be listed as a cultural heritage 
site was ignored by the Samara Ministry of Culture. 
Today, the owner of the buildings intends to demol-
ish it and built a multistory commercial centre on 
its place.

Vladimir Shukhov, docomomo Russia Chair  
Anna Bronovitskaya, docomomo Russia Secretary General

docomomo International signed the petition and wrote 
letters to the Governor of Samara and to the senator from 
Samara urging them to take measures for the listing and 
preservation of the Factory Kitchen.
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